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THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES•SPRING 1990

Protection for Mountain
Lions One Step Closer
The efforts of approximately 5,000
volunteers, donating more than 100,000
hours of their time, have placed the California Wildlife Protection Act on the June
1990 state ballot.
The act would make illegal the killing of
a mountain lion for reasons other than protection of life or property (including livestock); appropriate $20 million per year for
the next 30 years to protect wilderness areas
for rare and endangered species; and appropriate an additional $10 million per year
for 30 years specifically to protect habitat
for mountain lions, deer, and native oak.
By creating a minimum funding floor, the
Act would force the state to make wilderness
purchases a priority. In the last 40 years,

California has lost more than 4.8 million
acres of wilderness to urban encroachment
and continues to lose this critical land at an
alarming rate, threatening nearly one-third
of California's mammals with extinction.
Opposition to the initiative by the Cattlemen's Association and other groups has
already started, so extensive volunteer help
and donations will be crucial for a victory
in June. The WCRO is helping to gather
much-needed endorsements and making
every effort to see that word of this important issue reaches large segments of the
public. If you would like to help, please contact: California Wildlife Protection Committee, 1012 J Street, #202, Sacramento, CA
95814; (916) 444-2287.
Ill

The California mountain lion would receive specific protection from hunting under the
Wildlife Protection Act. This initiative is on the June 1990 state ballot.

Join in the
Earth Day
Celebrations
April 22, 1990, will mark the 20th anniversary of Earth Day and begin a longterm global commitment to build a safe,
just, and sustainable planet. John A. Hoyt,
president of The HSUS, has joined Earth
Day's prestigious board of directors and
pledged The HSUS's help to promote and
observe this important event.
Commitment to strive for environmental
healing is a personal one, and each of us
can choose from among a myriad of Earth
Day activities to become personally involved. Your first step may be to take the
Earth Day 1990 pledge (contact the WCRO
for a copy) to affirm your desire to recycle
and conserve energy and water; to buy and
use those products least harmful to the environment; and to support political candidates who demonstrate an abiding concern
for the environment.
Earth Day 1990 will feature many
demonstrations and resolutions, including
the introduction of the Valdez Principles,
a set of broad standards for evaluating
continued on page 2

DIRECTOR'S
COMMENT
by Char Drennon
A new decade is an outstanding opportunity for rededication to old goals and for
setting new goals. The WCRO started
1990 in new offices: 5301 Madison Ave.,
Suite 202, PO Box 417220, Sacramento,
CA 95841; (916) 344-1710. The post office will only forward mail for one year,
so please discard any envelopes you have
carrying our old address. Use our post office box for all mail (except for UPS or
Federal Express packages; these always require a full street address).
Most of the San Francisco Bay area
shelters are recuperating well from the October earthquake. Members and friends
from California and around the country
began sending contributions to help animal
victims the morning after the quake; over
$2,100 was collected by our office and
distributed between the four area shelters
most in need. The Santa Cruz SPCA is still
in need of assistance; please contact Doug
Fakkema, Executive Director, Santa Cruz
SPCA, 2200 Seventh Ave., Santa Cruz,
CA 95062.
Disasters like Hurricane Hugo and the
October earthquake graphically point out
the need for all shelters to have a fully
drafted emergency plan ready to take effect. In the recent earthquake, shelters with
existing emergency plans were able to offer much-needed assistance to those who
were badly hit.
Disaster preparedness for the individual
can start today with two simple steps: 1)
get proper identification for your dogs and
your cats and make sure they wear it at all
times (even indoor pets); and 2) post a conspicuous card or sign in your front window listing the number and type of pets inside to facilitate their rescue in case of fire
or other emergency.
This issue of the West Coast Regional
Office Report offers several chances for
our members to get involved: Earth Day
1990 activities; the California mountain
lion and the gill net initiatives; The
HSUS's "Be a P.A.L.-Prevent A Litter"
campaign; and our regular legislative
letter-writing campaigns. As for the staff
of the WCRO, we are rededicating
ourselves to the concerns of our members,
for your goals and ambitions for the animal
world are also ours.
Ill

The HSUS Promotes Humane
Sustainable Agriculture
Humane sustainable agriculture (HSA)
is farming with compassion and consideration for the land and both wild and
domestic animals. It joins together productivity, economic efficiency, and the related
goals of more empathic husbandry of crops
and livestock; environmentally sound
stewardship of resources (soil, water, and
air); and protection of wildlife and
wildlands.
The Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS) is identifying and supporting
farmers who choose humane and
ecologically sound production systems that
avoid dependence upon antibiotics, hormones, pesticides, herbicides, synthetic
fertilizers, and inappropriate biotechnologies.
In particular, The HSUS, with the National Save the Family Farm Coalition
(NSFFC) and other concerned groups, is
actively campaigning against the use of
bovine growth hormone (BGH), which
stimulates greater milk production in dairy

cattle. Side effects such as infected udders,
increased likelihood of disease, and lower
rates of reproduction have already been
associated with the use ofBGH. To ensure
the consumer's freedom of choice to purchase hormone-free, antibiotic-free food,
the campaign seeks the incorporation of
descriptive labels on dairy products. Labeling could also designate other farm products as "free range" (as opposed to
intensive-confinement systems) and
''organic.''
The HSUS encourages our members to
support humane sustainable agriculture
systems by choosing organically and
humanely raised products. We can all actively promote healthful conditions for the
land, the environment, farm animals, and
wildlife by being conscientious consumers.
For more information on the anti-BGH
campaign or humane sustainable agriculture
in general, contact: The HSUS/HSA Program, 2100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC
20037; (202) 452-1100.
Ill

Earth Day
continued from page 1

The HSUS will offer this poster and other
materials at Earth Day festivities in utzshington, D.C

corporate ecological conduct. Local governments are encouraged to join the Global
Cities Project to promote Earth Day 1990
activities and programs. Earth Day
organizers have created an innovative curriculum for teachers and youth leaders.
The HSUS will be a major participant in
Earth Day festivities to be held in
Washington, D.C., Apri119-22. Our participation will help raise public awareness
of the environmental threats to our planet
and the animals with whom we share the
earth. We hope to build a strong base of
public support to force environmental
changes in the workplace and our daily
habits. The HSUS tent will display the banner "Animals ... It's Their World Too"
and distribute posters, literature, T-shirts,
and other materials.
For more information on Earth Day and
to learn of activities in your area, please
contact: Earth Day 1990, PO Box AA,
Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94309;
(415) 321-1990.
Ill

AROUND THE
REGION
Ill CALIFORNIA-HSUS staff traveled to
the Mojave Desert last November to install
bird barriers along the 40-mile perimeter
of the Desert Tortoise Natural Area as par. tial satisfaction of an out-of-court settlement
between The HSUS and the Bureau of Land
Management (see the Fall1989 West Coast
Regional Office Report). The barriers will
help keep away predatory ravens that pose
a threat to juvenile tortoise populations.
WCRO Investigator Kurt Lapham said, ''It
was exciting to be..a part of a .unique.joint
venture utilizing nonlethal methods to solve
wildlife conflicts. '' Lapham was joined by
Dr. John Grandy, HSUS vice president of
wildlife and the environment; Guy Hodge,
HSUS director of data and information; two
staff members from Nixalite of America
(which donated all materials); and HSUS
members and volunteers. The group
worked for two days installing thorny strips
of metal on fence posts and rails.
Ill OREGON-In August, 1989, the Oregon State Department of Justice filed a
racketeering lawsuit against Charlie Blake
Pearce in connection with an illegal
cockfighting operation on his property (see
the Fall 1989 West Coast Regional Office
Report). Pearce allegedly sponsored illegal
gambling and cockfighting matches at least
11 times in 1989 on his property on Deer
Island, west of St. Helens. State police
raided the premises May 21, 1989, after
receiving information from The HSUS;
police cited 348 people for illegal animal
fighting and.seized more than. $90,000 in
gambling monies. The pending lawsuit calls
for a $250,000 fine and possible forfeiture
of Pearce's Deer Island property.
Ill W ASIDNGTON-In February, the
Humane Coalition Against Violence
(HCAV) sponsored a conference in Tacoma
entitled ''The Faces of Human Violence,''
exploring the correlation between animal
abuse and violent crime, including occultrelated crimes. The conference was attended by law-enforcement agents, juvenileprobation authorities, and animal-control
officers. Speakers included Kristin Sims of
the Center for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children and WCRO Investigator Eric Sakach. The HCAV is a multiagency group
founded for the purposes of developing
solutions to the high level of violence in
Ill
society.

''Be a P.A.L.-Prevent A
Litter'' Campaign for 1990
Every time people decide to let their pet
have ''just one litter,'' they add to the problem of pet overpopulation. Even people
who plan on fmding homes for each of their
pet's offspring contribute to the pet surplus
with "just one litter." The sad truth is, only
one in five puppies or kittens will find a
good home-the rest will die. The Humane
Society of the United States invites you to
become part of the pet-overpopulation
solution.
Join our national effort to combat the
problem of pet overpopulation. Our most
ambitious and comprehensive campaign
continues this year, addressing pet overpopulation and promoting solutions to it.
To get the word out in 1990, we are again
offering the colorful "Be a P.A.L.Prevent A Litter" kit. For $5, you will
receive the kit containing a wide array of
promotional materials to spread the
spay/neuter message and promote April as
"Be a P.A.L.-Prevent A Litter" Month.
We now offer a poster specifically targeting cat overpopulation. In addition, our
"Be a P.A.L." Tshirt has been
updated and
now features
the popular
"P.A.L."
logo on an
all-white, 100
percent cotton
"Beefy-T." In-

formation on how to order posters ($1.50),
T-shirts ($9), fact sheets ($.35), litter bags
(12/$2), buttons (20/$7), bumper stickers
($.25), and other materials at discounted
prices is included in the kit.
We also have "Be a P.A.L." television
PSAs, produced by Gail Christensen of the
Coalition for Pet Population Control in Los
Angeles. These PSAs feature TV and
movie personalities, including the stars of
TV's "The Golden Girls." Videos are
available in 3/4-inch, broadcast-quality format for $20.
Help carry the message! Be a P.A.L.Prevent A Litter!
Ill

BE A P.A.L. WITH THE HSUS
YES! I want to help fight pet overpopulation. Please send me my "Be a P.A.L." items
(allow 4-6weeks delivery). All items must be prepaid. Make checks payable to The
Humane Society of the United States, 2100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037.
fY'Je ship UPS; please include street address.)
ITEM

QTY.

AMOUNT

DESCRIPTION

TOTAL

Name ----------------------------------------------------Address ____________________________________________________
City_________________________ State._ _ _ Zip _________

LEGISLATIVE
LINEUP

protecting sea otters, seals, whales, dolphins,
and "non-target" fish. Signatures are now
being collected to qualifY the Act for the
November 1990 ballot. If you would like to
help with this very important issue, please
contact: Committee to Ban Gill Nets, PO
Box 2323, Cypress, CA 90630; (714)
828-9269.
NOTE: If you do not know who your state
senator or assemblymember is, please contact your local library or League of Women
Voters for information. All California
legislators can be reached at: State Capitol,
Sacramento, CA 95814; (916) 322-9900.111

The following list is a brief synopsis of
recently passed and current California state
legislation.
NEW LAWS
SB 756: (Sen. Milton Marks) This new law
mandates strict licensing and identification
when using steel-jaw traps and calls for
such traps to be checked on a daily basis.
SB 892: (Sen. Dan McCorquodale) This
new law is designed to help protect captive
elephants by outlawing the use of such
disciplinary measures as deprivation of
food, water, or rest; the use of electricity;
and punishment that results in scarring or
breakage of an elephant's skin.
AB 1842: (Assemblywoman Jackie Speier)
This new law makes it a misdemeanor for
any person to possess, import, sell, give
away, etc., any animal commonly kept as
a pet or companion for the sole purpose of
using that animal for food. It covers animals
such as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, etc., and
exempts livestock, fish, and other
''agricultural commodities. ''
BILLS PENDING
AB 786: (Assemblyman Richard Polanco)
Introduced as a regulatory measure for the
pet shop trade, this bill is in fact sponsored
by the pet industry and has halted the
passage of stronger legislation. It does not
provide for veterinary reimbursement for
sick animals beyond the cost of the diagnosis

Rabbits such as these would be spared
the pain of the Draize test if AB 2461 is
passed.

Veal-calf crates like these must allow calves
room to tum around as mandated by SB

1110.
and does not solve the problem of sick puppies entering the state. Write your senator
and urge his/her opposition.
SB 1110: (Sen. Milton Marks) Mandates
that veal farmers allow enough room for
their calves to stand up, lie down, turn
around, and make other normal postural adjustments. Write your assemblymember and
urge his/her support.
SB 1587: (Sen. David Roberti) Will make
it a felony to possess a fighting cock or other
animal intended for use in a fighting exhibition. Write your assemblymember and urge
his/her support.
AB 2461: "The LD-50/Draize Acute EyeIrritancy Tests Ban" (Assemblyman Jack
O'Connell). Due to heavy opposition, the
LD-50 Test has been amended out of the
bill; it will now cover only the Draize test
used in testing cosmetics and household
products. Write your senator and urge his/
her support.
AB 2524: (Assemblyman Rusty Areias) This
bill is an apparent effort to halt passage of
SB 1110 (see above). It calls for a study to
determine whether veal crates adversely affect the health and well-being of the calf.
Write your senator and urge his/her
opposition.
The Marine Resources Protection Act of
1990: (Assemblywoman Doris Allen) The
Act would prohibit the use of gill nets inside a three-mile limit from south of Point
Arguello to the Mexican border, thereby
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